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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 
Stiegler is disqualified as prior art under 35 USC 103(c). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Edens et al., US 6,611,537. 

Regarding claim 1, Edens teaches a local network having a ring network 
configuration with a plurality of devices each connected within the ring network by a 
data line to transmit and receive data therebetween, the local network comprising: 

a first device configured as a data source that transmits compressed audio and 
video data onto the ring network [e.g. DVD player or DSS receiver, col. 58, 37-53]; 
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a second device that receives decompressed audio data [e.g. speakers 167, 
168, 153, 156]; 

a third device that receives decompressed video data [e.g. TV 165, Fig. 1], 
a fourth device that includes 

(i) a bit stream decoder that decodes the compressed audio and video data and 
provides decompressed audio and video data [decoder 161, Fig. 1, col. 14, 1. 10; also 
see decoder 3814, col. 102-103, II. 56-14; Fig. 21 (o)]; 

(ii) a separation stage that receives the decompressed audio and video data and 
separates the decompressed audio and video data to provide the decompressed audio 
data signal and the decompressed video data signal [audio is "extracted", i.e. 
separated, from video that is displayed on TV 155 or 165, col. 14, 7-19; also see, 
e.g., Fig. 21(o)]; and 

(iii) a control unit [system command stream processor, Fig. 14(a), serves as 
control unit, cols. 71-74] that controls the transmission of the decompressed audio 
data signal and the decompressed video data signal onto the ring network 
[decompressed audio is transmitted back onto network, col. 14, 11-19; col. 31, 38- 
42; video can also be retransmitted to the ring network, col. 58, 38-42; also see 
col. 103, 34-37]. 

where the second, third and fourth devices each comprise a data sink and the 
second, third and fourth devices are separate from each other and connected within the 
ring network by the data line [the devices in Edens are logically and physically 
separate, and are all connected to the ring network data line 120, Fig. 1]. 
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Examiner notes that a data "sink" is typically defined as a node or device that has 
incoming branches/data only. However, the claim defines the fourth device as a sink, 
and the fourth device not only receives but transmits data as well. So for purposes of 
examination, the term "sink" may refer to any device that receives data, whether or not 
the device also transmits data. 

While the claim recites "subscribers" rather than devices, the term is broadly 
construed to mean "devices connected (i.e. subscribing) to a data distribution service", 
such as that disclosed in Edens. There is no requirement that the subscribers are in 
separate homes or are in fact different people. Moreover, the claim recites that a 
subscriber comprises a data sink, which supports the interpretation that a subscriber is 
equivalent to an individual device. Therefore, although Edens refers to a network within 
a single home, the concept is the same in that multiple devices are connected via the 
ring network. Accordingly, Edens teaches claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 17, Edens teaches a local network having a ring network 
configuration with a plurality of subscribers each connected within the ring network by 
an optical data line [e.g. RJ-11 telephone line, col. 13, 41-45] to transmit and receive 
data therebetween, the local network comprising: 

a first subscriber configured as a data source that transmits compressed audio 
and video data onto the ring network [e.g. DVD player or DSS receiver, col. 58, 37- 
53]; 
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a second subscriber that receives the transmitted compressed audio and video 
data, where the second subscriber includes a separation stage that separates the 
compressed audio and video data to provide a decompressed audio data signal and a 
decompressed video data signal, and a control unit that controls the transmission of the 
compressed audio data signal and the compressed video data signal onto the ring 
network [audio is "extracted", i.e. separated, from video that is displayed on TV 
155 or 165, col. 14, 7-19; also see, e.g., Fig. 21(o)]; 

a third subscriber that receives the compressed audio data signal, where the 
third subscriber includes an audio bit stream decoder that decodes the compressed 
audio data signal and provides decompressed audio data, and a unit that reproduces 
the decompressed audio data [col. 94, 14-25]; and 

a fourth subscriber that receives the compressed video data signal, where the 
fourth subscriber includes a video audio bit stream decoder that decodes the 
compressed video data signal and provides decompressed video data [e.g. decoder 
161 or 151], and a unit that reproduces the decompressed video data [e.g., TVs 165 or 
155]. 

While the separator stage in Edens does split the signal into an audio and a 
video component, it does so via the MPEG decoder and so the resulting output is 
decompressed. However, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill that the decoding 
stage could be omitted in order to output separate, compressed audio and video 
streams. Edens itself discusses "removing" MPEG decoders in order to maintain 
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compressed signals to accommodate devices configured to receive and decode 
compressed data [col. 9, 45-54]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy R. Newlin whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3015. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher Kelley/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2424 

TRN 
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